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Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center
Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy

VTC LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO ENDOW NEW
‘ALAN M. VOORHEES’ FACULTY CHAIR
The Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center has joined with
the family, friends and professional colleagues of Mr. Voorhees
to endow a new faculty chair in the Edward J. Bloustein School
of Planning and Public Policy to honor the legacy of the
transportation pioneer. Mr. Voorhees passed in December
2005.
      Coinciding with our 10th Anniversary, VTC is launching a
two-year fundraising campaign to support the endowment. The
“Alan M. Voorhees Faculty Chair in Transportation” would be
created within the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and
Public Policy and serve several purposes:

      -Recognize Mr. Voorhees’  lifelong achievements in
transportation planning, policy, and innovation
      -Honor his many entrepreneurial accomplishments in
business and research
      -Groom the next generation of leaders from students
attracted to the opportunity and scholarship that Mr. Voorhees
enabled through his initial endowment of VTC
      “The Alan M. Voorhees Endowed Faculty Chair position will ensure that his achievements
are remembered by transportation students and scholars for years to come – when the
challenges to find innovative solutions to pressing and increasingly complex transportation
challenges will call for the attention of the best and brightest students,”said VTC Director
Martin E. Robins. “The endowed faculty chair will ensure that New Jersey can continue to
attract the transportation industry’s best talent – to conduct research, educate and train the
leaders of the future.”

A Life in Transportation
      Alan M. Voorhees was one of the nation’s pivotal figures in city
planning and transportation concerns. From Atlanta to Zurich, Mr.
Voorhees set the pace in initiating a myriad of ventures related to
planning and transportation. A list of the many projects piloted by Mr.
Voorhees reflects the visionary role he took in creating blueprints for
change, including development of planned cities such as Columbia,
Maryland, and Canberra, Australia, and metropolitan transit systems
such as the Washington Metro.
      In 1961, he founded the transportation consulting firm of Alan M.
Voorhees & Associates, Inc., which grew to include ten offices in the
United States, as well as offices in Caracas, London, Melbourne, Sao
Paulo, Toronto, and Zurich. With Mr. Voorhees steering the course, the
firm planned many of the metropolitan transit systems built in the free
world in the 1960s and 1970s, including those in Washington, DC, and
Atlanta, Georgia. In 1967, his firm merged with Planning Research
Corporation, where he continued to work in transportation planning.
      Throughout his prolific career, Mr. Voorhees contributed extensively
to the field of planning, serving as president of the American Institute
of Planners and chairman of the Transportation Research Board, the
largest unit of the National Academy of Sciences. He was the recipient
of numerous awards and received honorary doctoral degrees from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and Voorhees College.
      Mr. Voorhees was born in New Brunswick, and was a veteran of
World War II. He received both a silver and bronze star for his
distinguished service in the Pacific as a Navy Frogman, the precursor
to today’s U.S. Navy SEALs.
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VTC NEWSVTC NEWS
BROOKINGS PUBLISHES NATIONAL FREIGHT STUDY
The Brookings Institution in January published “Principles for a U.S. Public
Freight Agenda in a Global Economy,” a report by VTC Director Martin Robins
with Anne Strauss-Wieder. The report calls for a public agenda of national and
regional support for freight system improvements to overcome infrastructure
deficiencies that have been spotlighted by the emerging “import economy.”
      As a result of the study, Robins was invited by the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association to
present the study’s findings at a March 20 conference in Santa Monica, California.  Robins also was invited to present
the study’s findings at the joint Annual Conference of the Transportation & Logistics Council and Loss Prevention &
Security Association in San Antonio in April.

GAMBACCINI, ROBINS SERVE ON CORZINE TRANSITION TEAM
VTC Senior Fellow Lou Gambaccini co-chaired and VTC Director Martin Robins served as a member of Governor
Corzine’s Transportation Transition Team. Gambaccini and Robins advised the incoming administration on issues relating
to renewal of the Transportation Trust Fund, progress with the Access to the Region’s Core project and other critical policy
issues. Gambaccini and Robins later met with the Governor to discuss his proposal to refinance the trust fund.

VTC EXPANDS WORK WITH MVC, GAINS NATIONAL CONTRACT
The state Motor Vehicle Commission has awarded VTC a $125,000 contract to
evaluate the effect of various driver sanctions on rates of recidivism and highway
safety. VTC provided staff support to MVC’s Motor Vehicle Affordability and
Fairness Task Force whose report was made the lead story in the Feb. 28 edition of
The Star-Ledger. Also, the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators has
awarded VTC a $100,000 contract, funded by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, to investigate the role that drivers with suspended or revoked
licenses play in accidents causing fatalities or serious injuries.

VTC HOSTS STATE CONFERENCE ON TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS FOR THE DISABLED
VTC in December hosted a statewide conference in Trenton with the state Division of
Disability Services as part of national United We Ride week. A five-year Transportation Plan
for People with Disabilities that VTC prepared for DDS was reviewed and a series of
breakout sessions explored issues such as travel concierge services, travel training
initiatives, county paratransit and developing grassroots outreach.
      Also, the Kessler Foundation has awarded VTC a $30,000 contract to explore the use of
regional concierge services to help persons with disabilities pursue competitive job
opportunities.  In a related development, VTC Assistant Director Jon Carnegie was
appointed to a TCRP research panel that will oversee the development of a guidebook for
commingling demand-response transportation riders.

VTC TO ASSIST NJDOT WITH ‘SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL’ PROGRAM
The NJDOT has hired VTC to help it manage the federally funded Safe Routes to School program
that was created under the new federal transportation bill. VTC, through its Pedestrian and Bicycle
Resource Center, will help evaluate and identify worthy projects for the NJDOT to fund. Safe Routes
to School enables states to fund local projects that improve the safety of walking and biking routes to
schools. Also, funding can be used for programs that encourage more children to walk or bike to
school. Since 1969, when about half of all students nationally walked or biked to school, less
than 15 percent today walk or ride their bikes. Over half now get rides in cars, a behavior cited

                                   as a contributing factor in the nationwide epidemic of childhood obesity.

In Other News....
The New Jersey Turnpike Authority awarded another $250,000 to an ongoing series of contracts to advise its Office of
Strategic Policy and Planning through 2007...The NJDOT awarded a $125,000 contract for a Citizen Response to
Transportation Issues study...VTC is partnering with Nelson/Nygaard on a $25,000 transit feasibility study for
Franklin Township... VTC Director Martin Robins provided the USDOT’s Office of Inspector General a view of state
transportation financing issues in a presentation in January. Entitled Earmarks of the Collapse of a State Transportation
Financing System: A New Jersey Case Study , the presentation detailed how New Jersey’s Transportation Trust Fund lost
its capacity to generate capital...VTC Assistant Director Jon Carnegie presented VTC’s findings from its Safe Mobility
at Any Age policy forum series at the International Conference on Aging, Disability and Independence in St.
Petersburg in February. The forums explored mobility issues affecting our senior population.
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